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The thought-provoking career project
Our school has recently conducted “Career Oscars” which provide a chance for F.5 students to enrich their career and life-planning skills throughonline searching and an oral presentation. Instead of receiving knowledge blindly from the teachers, “Career Oscars” plays a requisite role in encouraging active learning of students. The knowledge and skills gained are beyond words.
    To be frank, taking part in “Career Oscars” is not an easy task. Lots of obstacles had to be overcome before heading to success. First of all, the lack of information of my group’s chosen profession, Biochemistry, has made us nerve-racking. I will not forget the hopeless expressions on our faces when no useful information was obtained. Biochemistry was undoubtedly a new subject that we could hardly find useful sources of. What’s worse, many unofficial websites popped out. The credibility of websites could not be guaranteed since contradictions arise between them. In a bid to tackle the problem, we used the leaflets received at the Hong Kong Open Day as a reference to eliminate substantial irrelevant information. In addition, we spared no effort to proofread the PowerPoint to ascertain the authenticity of the information.
Furthermore, rows aroused between my groupmates in the preparation of project. Once we form the group, we were at loggerhead on the part of the project that we were accountable for. Some of us complained due to the lack of information on their part. Communication was of paramount importance to allay the anger of us. Owing to negotiation, consensus was eventually reached that called a halt to the problem.
     The sense of satisfaction and achievement of the project was derived from cooperation and the fluency of our presentation. Since this project is a group project that put emphasis on cooperation, every one of us decided to use the method of division of labour to finish it earlier. Reaching compromise to avoid burning the midnight oil finishing the project in tight deadline proved the intelligence of my groupmates. Moreover, it is crystal clear that fluency is the key of the presentation. The effort we paid on preparation of script in lunchtime was conducive tothe fluent presentation. Seldom verbal slips were made after our preparation.
    Regardless of the satisfaction of the project, there are some aspects which require improvement, including time management and interaction with the audience. It was a pity that we could not manipulate the limited presentation time (15 minutes) well with addition of overly detailed description. Although we went to great lengths to make our script more concise, we still ran over time. Moreover, interaction with the audience is indispensable in oral presentation. The well elaboration of other groups made us nervous and held our notecards tightly with seldom eye contact. The insufficient interaction with audience made our presentation monotonous which failed to draw people’s attention. Notwithstanding the parts improved, I believe we can attain better performance next time through trial and error.
“Career Oscars” project is less effective in enhancing student’s career and life-planning knowledge skills compared with other career talks and job shadowing experiences though it is meaningful. It is definitely less interesting that hardly attract students. Compared with the first-hand experience gained in the job-shadowing and career talks, most students are forced to do the project and just copied the words repeatedly without analyzing the information. The only benefit of “Career Oscars” is that it motivates the students successfully. They need to search information by themselves through the websites in a bid to finish the homework. However, it is less enriching than other learning experiences. Students can be inspired with a glimpse of what it is like to work in the real world while the project can only enhance students’ basic knowledge without practical skills.
    Evidently, the career project has undoubtedly provided a golden chance for student to learn cooperation and acquire career knowledge. 
