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Career Oscars
Choosing the right career is no less important than choosing your Mr. or Mrs. Right--- the decision affects you for the rest of your life. I recently joined an activity named Career Oscars, where students have to choose a specific career and present the information of it to fellow classmates.

          It is a rather tall order to complete it well. I formed a group with four other classmates and we decided to work on the career of Music. We had to design a questionnaire for our audience to fill in. It turned out to be a major conundrum as we had a lot of conflicts on what questions to be included. As a matter of fact, we had thought too much and made everything over-complicated. But in the end, we were able to quickly figure it out by simplifying the questions. Another case of hardship is our nervousness. We were chosen to present in a form 4 class and we have never tried this before, so it was to a certain extent a nerve-wrecking experience for us. We stood together in a small circle and encouraged one another. We as well practised our intonation and pronunciation together. At last we finished our presentation successfully. 
          Our management of time was what I was satisfied with the most, no matter during the preparation or presentation. With a well-planned division of labour among the five of us, we completed the powerpoint and the script with ease. The presentation was well-controlled in terms of time, which we were quite proud of as we were the only group that could manage to do so. Other than that, what also gave me satisfaction was that our powerpoint was not too wordy and informative. Thereby, our presentation was not dull and I guess the audience enjoyed it. However, there were things that we could have done better. For instance, the content of the presentation was not engaging and captivating enough. Moreover, it was not interactive and there were no direct questions to engage students’ interests. These were the areas where we have to improve next time should we have presentations again.
          Picking a career not suitable for you will definitely haunt you for the rest of your life. Imagine having to open your eyes every day doing what you loathe. Just the thought of it is intimidating enough, isn’t it? Therefore, as a student, taking part in schemes that are conducive to making the right career choice and thereby planning out the life journey ahead is of value. Alumni and professors are usually the ones that are able to provide advice for us; however, they focus on advertising and promoting their own bachelor’s degree or faculty when they give talks at university open days. This not only does not effectively enhance students’ career and life-planning knowledge, but is a waste of time if you expect to be helped by it. Yet job shadowing experience is truly and utterly beneficial as it provides you with a first hand opportunity to understand a career as one gets exposed to the very workplace directly. I would say that Career Oscars is more effective than listening to talks but job shadowing experience is even better. 
          Career Oscars assists me in understanding my chosen profession and it undoubtedly is a programme that should be continued. 
