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My First Bittersweet Career Oscars
I have joined a career activity, namely ‘Career Oscars’, in January 2016. The school required all F.5 students to give a presentation on a specific profession, which aimed to enhance our knowledge on different faculties at universities. My groupmates and I were asked to do research on the subject, architecture, and I would like to share my experience with you.

The Internet Solves Everything

It was not too tough to give a presentation, but definitely not a piece of cake if you wanted to make things perfect. For instance, the process of finding information was surely a torture to us, since we should make things simple but at the same time, to include sufficient information in the PowerPoint slides. Moreover, this was our very first presentation on an entire subject, so we were quite puzzled on doing one. Thanks to the Internet, we found a lot of facts and data about the subject, as well as sample PowerPoint slides on subject introduction. Also, with the cooperation of our team, thing worked much more quickly than expected. Challenge solved.

Well Presented, ‘Architects’!

What I appreciated the most was that my teammates and I had cooperated very well. For a group presentation, it was very, very essential to work well with your partners, so that the quality of your performance would be enhanced. During the 15 minutes, we were able to read one another’s minds, that was, to switch slides for them as they were moving on to different topics. We memorized when to speak as well, so once the previous student had done his part, the next student could continue the presentation within a second, keeping it go on fluently.
Secondly, I feel like an architect after the project! Even though we were allowed to pick one faculty out of all based on our interests, architecture was not even in my consideration. It was actually my team’s choice. But since I found more about the subject, I gained a lot of motivation in learning it, far beyond expectation! It was very rewarding, and a huge surprise that you may fall in love with a career that you did not even notice at first.
My Apologies

Of course, not everything was flawless or well-done. One which made me feel extremely bad was the job allocation. We divided the whole presentation into 6 parts, and thought it could be fair to all of us. Unfortunately, due to the limitation of possible elaborations of some areas, some of our groupmates did not have enough time to speak. I felt very sorry them since it was a graded presentation, and I could have sacrificed my parts for them. Despite this, we coordinated very well with the team so our presentation was saved. Apologies, team!

Meanwhile, I did not include all the facts that students might want to know. Besides the job definition and duties, salary was what the students would like to know. A good amount of income could definitely be the biggest desire of almost everyone, and I would like to encourage students to think of being an architect (perhaps it was a ‘sense of belonging’, haha!), but...... I got this core information out of my mind, COMPLETELY!! This was a really fatal mistake for me, as it could be avoided by better preparation. If it had not been my fault, they could have learnt more from us. Sorry!
A Good Way, Not the Best

Talking about the effectiveness of the Career Oscars, surely, yes! The project was like a force, giving a compulsory quest for students to think out of the box, not only focusing on the present. It could also bring unexpected results to students like me! Yet, alternatives like the info day and career talks can also reach similar goals as the Career Oscars. In addition, if students are extremely determined in studying a particular subject, he or she will Google it on his/her own, and such kind of project doesn’t mean a lot to them. The Career Oscars, instead of a must-do task, should be made as a workshop. It can still be helpful to students while putting all students’ needs into consideration.
I found the project very beneficial because it brought to me a really surprising interest. The event has a good purpose and can offer a lot of support and knowledge to students. But to be fair, students deserve getting the rights to decision, to choose whether they will participate or not, since talks and the Internet provide the same information needed for them. 

May our students find their career path in their own way.

