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rom 5 July to 22 July 2014,
Feight TST students and I got the
chance to go to Vancouver, Canada,
to join a two-week music camp. We
had a lot of fun during the trip and
I am glad to have the honor to share
my experience with you all.

The music camp involved intensive
lessons of approximately seven
You might think that
they must be long and boring.

hours a day.

However, I enjoyed every single one
of them. Not only did I learn about
how to play the violin better, but I
also learnt that we should always
take others’advice as it might help
The Director of
the String Department, Laine, was

you to improve.

a very nice person and she always
shared her experiences in the
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra with
us. During the lessons, Laine and
the two other mentors, often cracked
jokes to make us laugh out loud!

Apart from the music camp, I
enjoyed the dorm life very much.
To me, this was the first time that I
had lived in the dorm and so I was
excited about it. The music camp
participants occupied the whole
storey. At first, I was too shy to

talk to others who were not from
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our school. Luckily, a few days
later, I started to get along with
most of them since a lot of them
were extroverts. We played
a game called Frisbee every
evening after class and different
At the end

some of us cried

card games at night.
of the trip,
because we really didn’t want to
Although the
trip is already over, I am so glad

leave each other.

By 4B Li Ying Ue,Esther

to have these beautiful memories

in my mind. With the advanced
technology, we can always keep in
touch with one another.

We went sightseeing on weekends.
Capilano Suspension Bridge Park
was probably my favorite place
among the places that we travelled.
The suspension bridge there was
long and it hung across a deep
valley. Walking through the bridge
was the boldest action that I’d ever
done because I had a fear of heights!
Anyway, I made it to the end of the
bridge and I had so much fun.

During this trip, my self-confidence
was boosted. In one of the lottery
concerts, I signed up to sing on
stage. This was my first time that
I had sung in front of a bunch of

I thought that they would

strangers.
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have had high expectations of me.
Despite the fact that I didn’t sing
perfectly, I was surprised to receive
a big round of applause from the
audience that night. Since then, I
have been able to sing in front of

anyone confidently.

In the concert of the second week,
Laine suddenly asked me to serve
as a concert master of one of the
most difficult pieces. The concert
master was the leader of the string
orchestra, which meant a lot to me.
In spite of my nervousness, I still did
my best to lead the team members
of the orchestra and we performed
the concert with flying colours. I
was so thrilled as my mentors had
provided very positive comments on
the performance.

Overall, I am so glad that
I have joined the trip. I
have learnt a lot and I
couldn’t thank enough
the ones who taught me.
I really miss Vancouver

~ and the people I met
there.
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Ciao ciao, Ama!

By: 5A Wong Chi Yeung, 4D Wong Yan Ling, 4B Tsang Pui Yi, 4E Lee Sze Wing

¢ ¢Ciao!” Do you know what it means

in Italian? Yes, this word means
“Hello”, which was taught by our
American Field Service (AFS) exchange
student, Amanuel Lombardi (Ama) from
one of the most culturally rich countries,
Italy. Ama is an eighteen-year-old
African-Italian young man studying in
4D this year. Interested in his exchange
experiences? Let’s get to know more
about Ama now!

Amov and his host family
Living in Sham Tseng with his host
parents and two little host brothers,
Ama got along well with them. During
holidays, his host family always took
him to explore different parts of Hong
Kong and have fun. Lately, he visited
the Ten Thousand Buddhas Monastery
(B fE<F). Those marvellous golden
Buddha statues fascinated him a lot
since he had never seen such an array
of Buddha sculptures along a hiking
trail. Therefore, he took a multitude
of selfies with his host brothers, which
was one of his most memorable travel
experiences in Hong Kong.

Holiday activities withvAFS
buddies

Ama is an outgoing teen who enjoys
hanging out with his AFS buddies after
school and during holidays. “Tsim
Sha Tsui, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon Tong
and the West Kowloon District are our
favourite hangouts.” He said that one
of the most unforgettable memories
was having an extraordinary boat trip
at Sai Kung. He went hiking, savoured
seafood and relished the enjoyable
“bathing” in the sea.

4D Classmates
\\

Spovts zeal

Ama loves playing sports, especially
running and soccer. He actively engages
in different kinds of sports to maintain a
healthy body. During the Sports Days in
February 2015, Ama took part in several
running events. He enjoyed this school
function very much as the ambience of
our annual Sports Days was better than
that in his home country.

As he has a strong passion for football,
he is also a member of our school's
football team! Besides running and
football, Ama also likes to go to the gym
in his spare time.

Colowrful leawning

experiences
Ama didn’t know Cantonese before
coming to Hong Kong and was studying
at a Science School. He studied English,
Italian, Mathematics, Philosophy,
Science, and Computer. He also
mentioned that lessons in Italy were quite
free and interesting with more interactive
games and discussions. Moreover, they
were only required to stay at school from
8 am to 1 pm. After school, he would
go home for lunch. Instead of playing
computer games, he enjoyed hanging
out with his friends, playing football and
going to discos.

Feelings towards Hong Kong
Ama is impressed by our efficient and
well-developed transportation system.
He said that buses in Hong Kong
usually arrived on time but in Italy, it
was a bit difficult to catch a bus! In
addition, Ama loves eating some tasty
street snacks like egg waffles and egg

puffs. The magnificent night view of
Hong Kong has also taken his breath
away and he would like to visit Hong
Kong again with his parents in the
future.

Affection for owr school
Ama thinks that our school is a nice one full
of love and the learning ambience is better
than that of many other schools. He prides
himself on studying in our school this
year since all the teachers and classmates
are kind and helpful. What he will never
forget is that his classmates celebrated his
18-year-old birthday with him! All these
wonderful experiences at school will be
deeply etched in his memory.

Ama has had a fruitful school life
in TST and experienced the unique
culture of Hong Kong. Do cherish the
opportunity to chat with Ama as he is
going to leave Hong Kong in mid-June
2015.

Teini duro-e vai aovanti!
Chao- chao!
(Italian of "Keep Calm and Carry On! Bye
bye!")

Football Team
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(44 ‘ N J hen students participate in debate,
they learn to study issues in depth

and from perspectives, a skill I use everyday
in the Senate," US President Obama said.

Since the English Debate Team was established
in 2013, our members have benefitted a lot
from training and competitions.

First and foremost, our critical thinking
skills and analytical skills have been honed.
Debating on a motion, we need to think of
arguments to support our stance. Therefore,
our members can learn to study an issue
from different perspectives and how to find
and block the loopholes in our arguments so
that our opponents cannot rebut us.

Apart from writing concrete arguments, our
members are able to speak confidently and
persuasively. In competitions, we have to
debate in front of a large group of audience,
allowing us to boost our confidence and pluck

up our courage on stage. Besides, being able
to use those techniques such as stressing
and pausing at the right time makes our
arguments convincing. Body gestures are also
of significant importance when delivering
speeches.

During the debating activities, we have
brushed up our English. As members of
the English debate team, we need to deliver
our speeches in English and this helps us
to learn a wide vocabulary. For instance,
we learnt more vocabulary about parent-
child relationship after debating on a motion
concerning corporal punishment. How
to phrase our arguments and choose the
words carefully are the major topics of our
meetings. We have treasured the moments
of learning and sharing with team members.

Last but not least, we have sharpened up
our communication skills in competitions.
While preparing for competitions, we

B

By 5B Ho Hiu Ching

are required to discuss the arguments
together and draw up a road map for our
team. Thus, our members have learnt
how to get our ideas across and listen to
others’ views. We now understand how to
communicate with one another effectively.
We have also become better team players
and learnt how to cooperate, instead of
just caring about oneself.

All in all, English debating has done us the
world of good. Being the team leader of
the English Debate Team, I have seen my
members and I grow in confidence. We might
have been unsure of ourselves but having
participated in several competitions, we have
become more persuasive, courageous and
cooperative. Debating also brings us lots
of fun and laughter. Students interested in
English debating are cordially invited to join
our team. We look forward to your support

and participation!

Three members from our Team had a competition against
Christian Alliance Cheng Wing Gee College in the Round 1
Inter-school Debate of the 2014-2015 Hong Kong Secondary

Schools Debating Competition on October.

The motion is “Large social media companies make unfair

use of users’ personal information”.

The;Best;Scrabble,Team,

imyShatiny

Three students from our Team won against ShungTak
Catholic English College in the Round 2 Inter-school
Debate of the 2013-2014 Term Two Hong Kong Secondary
Schools Debating Competition.

By 4D Li Chun Wang

We organized our
invitational inter-school
Scrabble Competitions
in 2014 and 2015

Our Scrabble Team was set up in 2011 and it won
the first-runner-up of the Inter-School Scrabble
Championship (2012) - Secondary (Beginners) in
2012. Then, we took the initiative to hold our first
invitational inter-school Scrabble competition in
Shatin in July 2014, winning the championships
in both the junior and senior categories among
eight schools. In the school year 2014-15, we held
the very first Scrabble League for all the TST
students and inter-class Scrabble competitions
for F.1-2 students, giving students more valuable
opportunities to have fun and enhance their skills.

Besides, our team has brought glory to our school by
winning prizes in the competitions outside school.
Six students joined the Ho Lap College Invitational
Scrabble Championship 2015 organized by Ho Lap
College on 8th February 2015, competing with 11
other top Scrabble teams from schools in Hong

Kong. Ma Kwok Kin in our school has won the
Highest Word of the Day (CAZIQUE, 110 points
scored in one move). The Best Player of the Senior
team was 5D Lau Kwun Ming and the Best Player
of the Junior team was 3C Wong Po Kwan. On
28" February 2015,six students joined the CCC
Mong Man Wai College 3rd Mini Scrabble Match
(2015) organized by CCC Mong Man Wai College
competing with 25 other top Scrabble players in
Hong Kong. SE Ma Kwok Kin won the High Word
(Senior Category) again - (CAZIQUE/REI/TOE, 133
points scored in one move)

All these achievements should be attributed to the joint
effort made by our teacher adviser, Miss Wong Yuen
Kwan, our alumni coaches, Chris Lau Kwun Shing
and Chloe Lam Ho Yi, and our committee members.
We hope that more students will explore the fun in
playing Scrabble and enjoy learning English.



67th HONG KONG SCHOOLS MUSIC FESTIVAL RESULTS
Group Events
. Secondary School Choir Singing in Chinese Language - First Prize

Girls Second Division - Junior (Age 14 or under)

. Church Music Singing in Foreign Language - First Prize

Secondary School Choir (Age 14 or under)

Church Music Singing in Chinese Language - Second Prize
Secondary School Choir (Age 14 or under)

Secondary School Choir Singing in Foreign Language - Merit
Girls Second Division - Junior (Age 14 or under)

Solo and Duet Events

1.
" 2.

3.

b 10.

. Guitar Solo (Junior)
12.
13.
14.

Bassoon Solo (Junior)

Merit Lui Kei Yin (4A)
Cantonese Opera Solo (Ping hou % ) (Junior)
Third Lam Yuen Yan (2C)

Cantonese Opera Solo (Zi hou ¥ ) (Junior)
Merit Cheung Kin Yi (1C)
Clarinet Solo (Junior)
Merit Lo Ho Yiu Bryant (2A)
Graded Piano Solo (Grade 8)
First Ng Sum Yi (2B) (with Honour)
First Lo Hiu Ching (4C) (with Honour)
Third Chu Lai Ming (1C)
Merit Chung Wing Sum (4B)
Graded Piano Solo (Grade 7)
Merit Ho Ching Shan (3B) Law Ka Wai (2C)
Graded Piano Solo (Grade 6) (Urban Area)
Merit Chung Nga In (1B)
Graded Piano Solo (Grade 6)
Third Mok Wing Nam (3A)
Merit Li Wei Tian (1A)
Wong Ching Pok (1B)
Mok Tsz Yan (1E)
Hui Ka Yan (2D)
Graded Piano Solo (Grade 5)
Merit Lai Hei Lam (1A)
Graded Piano Solo (Grade 3)
Third Tsoi Tsz Ying (1E)
Merit Ng Cheuk Yan (1E)

Tang Hiu Tung (5C)

Leung Ming Yiu (1B)
Ho Chun Him (1B)
Chan Wing Sze (1E)
Cheng Ho Lun (2A)
Siu Ho Nam (3B)

Leung Chun Hei (2D)

Merit Tong Yan Tung (5E)

Liugin Solo (Advanced)

Third Lo Hon Yi (2C)

Piano Concerto — Betty Drown Memorial Prize (Age 13 or under)
Merit Lo Ho Yiu Bryant (2A)

Piano Duet (Intermediate)

Second  Ng Sum Yi (with Honour)

Merit Siu Ho Nam (3B) Ho Ching Shan (3B)

66th HONG KONG SCHOOLS SPEECH FESTIVAL RESULTS
English Public Speaking Team (Non-open, S4-S6)

Merit Tang Chuen Fung (4C) Chan Pak Hei (5C)
Leung Lai Hang (5D)
Merit Lau Tung Yu (5E) Go Hau Yung (5E)

Wong Po Yung (5E)

English Dramatic Duologue (Urban, S5-S6, Boy & Girl)

Merit

Leung Lai Hang (5D)
Chan Pak Hei (5C)

Cheung Ho Yan (6C)

English Dramatic Duologue (Urban, S3-S4, Boy & Girl)

Second Prize

Wong Po Kwan (3C) and So Man Hoo (3C)

So Hoi Ying (3C) and Ng Sheung Ling Roanna (3C)
Third Prize Lau Lok Yiu (4D) and Tsang Sze Wah (4D)

Sze Yuk Ching (4E) and Chung Tok Hoo (4E)
Merit Li Chi Ho Oliver (3C) and Yu Wing Hin (3C)

Tai Tung (3C) and
Cheung Chi Ling (4B) and

Tso Wing Sum Tracy (3C)
Fung Ka Ching (4B)

English Prose Reading (New Territories, Non-open)

Secondary 6: Girls

Merit Cheung Ho Yan (6C)

Secondary 5: Boys

Third Prize Au Yeung Tsz Fung (5D)

Merit Lam Chung Hin (5A) Fu Chi Him (5B)

Secondary 5:

Lee Cheuk Yin (5B)
Girls

Third Prize Chan Tsz Wing (5B)

Merit Ying Cheuk Ni (5B) Hung Wing Ki (5C)
Cheng Hei Kiu (5D) Ho Chui Ying (5E)
Seto Ka Yan (5E)

Secondary 4: Boys

Second Prize  Sze Yuk Ching (4E)

Merit Chow Yin Hong (4B) Cheung Tsun Ming (4D)

Secondary 4:
Merit

Secondary 3:
Merit

Chiu Yik Hei (4D)
Girls

Cheung Chi Ling (4B)
Fung Ka Ching (4B)
Girls

Ng Tsz Ying (3C)

Ng Wai Tsing (3C)

Sit Tiffany Ching Yan (4A)
Lau Lok Yiu (4D)

Ng Sheung Ling Roanna (3C)
Tang Hei Nam (3C)
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Yim Ching Yee (3C)
Secondary 2: Boys

Third Prize Lo Chak Lam Terence (2B)

Secondary 2: Girls

Merit Au Wing Tung (2C) Kong Pui Hang (2C)
Secondary 1: Boys

Second Prize
Merit

Lau Woon Sing (1C)
Sze Kin Fung (1B)
Tsoi Yam Kin (1C)
Liu Cheuk Him (1D)
Girls

Chan Chun Hin (1C)
Chong Ki Chak (1D)

Secondary 1:

First Prize Lam Yin Yin (1C)

Second Prize  Tsoi Tsz Ying (1E)

Third Prize Lau Hiu Ching (1B) Mak Yi Lam (1B)
Or Wing Sum (1B) Tam Pui Yu (1B)
Lam Ho Ching (1C) Leung Yee Ching (1C)
Yeung Lam (1D) Chan Wing Sze (1E)
Tang Hoi Tung (1E)

BT REEEDR R PR E

BE-ARE (LEE)
FR= \ LR EEE AR

BE — RE# (3C) ##A (3C)
(4E

538 — [HEREE (4E) SRR (4A)
== — W&k (3E) BRAT5 (3E)
FR— - RTREET ABA
TE — BIH (2A) RER (2D)
PXEANFABRE (FHRR)
PR BELT A B BT AR

onE — BXHLAR (4E)
=B — KT (4A)
BR — RN (4A)
PR B AL T e
=B — RIK (2B)
BR — BIHY (2A)
A— R BT e h—
FEHE — BLIE(1A)
BR — {3xH (1B)
FTEKAS (1B)

& — A5E (3E)
=H — R¥F¥ (3E)
BR — MA% (3E)
PR EEBT A
=F — HIEE (24)

BEEBT A
BR — HufE (1B)

hEANBCEE (FRE) A—REEBFICUER
P=REEL T HOUER {BR — KB (1D)
BE — HEH (3B) R— R B BLF IR
BR — A (3B) BR — 2l (1B)
ZFBE (3E) ZEMTEE (1B)
AN EEEEA (FRH)
H= s MUGEEELFEEE TS POREBELTECOER
BR — Bl (4B) ZE— W %80
2 & (4E) BR — B (3B)

R AR B N TR

H— M REEEEFEOER T
mE — ER5 (20)

BR— & % (C
— R T B
T5E — 3R (10)
T8 — R (1B)
BR — %758 (10)

Awards

A. Volleyball
Division | A Grade (Boys)
B Grade (Boys) -

- 3 Runner-up
- 3 Runner-up

C Grade (Boys) - Champion
Division Il B Grade (Girls) - Champion
C Grade (Girls) - Champion

B. Basketball
Division Il B Grade (Boys) - 3 Runner-up

Division Il A Grade (Girls) - Merit
B Grade (Girls) - Champion
C. Athletics
C Grade (Boys)
200m - 2" Runner-up : Lau Pak Lim (1B)
B Grade (Boys)

High Jump - 2" Runner-up : Leung Yick Kiu Keith (3B)
B Grade (Girls
High Jump - 2™ Runner-up : Yeung Hoi Ching (3C)

D. Cross-country
A Grade (Boys d)
Individual - 2" Runner-up : Wong Long Hei (4A)

E. Distance Running
Shing Mun River Distance Running
C Grade (Girls)

Individual - 4™ Runner-up
Group Championship - Merit

F. Badminton
C Grade (Boys):

G. Table-Tennis
B Grade (Boys):

C Grade (Girls):

: Chung Tin Chi (1B)

Group Championship - 1% Runner-up

Group Championship - Merit
Group Championship - 3 Runner-up

5L (1B)



H. Swimming
A Grade (Boys)
100m Freestyle - 2“" Runner-up:
200m Freestyle - 1% Runner-up:

Chan Cheuk Kai Jeffrey (5E)
Chan Cheuk Kai Jeffrey (5E)

Group Championship - Merit

B Grade (Boys)

50m Backstroke - 2™ Runner-up: Li Chun Wang (4D)
C Grade (Boys)

- 2" Runner-up:
- 2™ Runner-up:
- 1 Runner-up:

- 1* Runner-up:

- 2™ Runner-up
- Merit

50m Butterfly Stroke
100m Backstroke
100m Breaststroke
200m Breaststroke
4x50m Freestyle Relay
Group Championship
B Grade (Girls)

200m Breaststroke
100m Backstroke

50m Backstroke
4x50m Freestyle Relay

Li Ming Chun (1A)
Lau Tsz Chun (1D)
Chau Ho Yin (2A)
Chau Ho Yin (2A)

- 2™ Runner-up:
- 2" Runner-up:
- 1* Runner-up:
- 2™ Runner-up

Kan Wing Chiu (3B)
Cheung Ho Yee (4E)
Cheung Ho Yee (4E)

Group Championship - Merit
l. Indoor Rowing

B Grade (Boys)

500m (Individual) - 4" Runner-up: Lam Kong Tsun (3B)
J. Football

Division Il A Grade (Boys) - 1 Runner-up

OTHER DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENTS

“Concord Fortune Ming Tak Scholarship 2014” organized by
Concord fortune Charity Fund
Three of our F.6 Graduates (2013-2014) were awarded the Scholarship.
Li Chui Yi (6D, 13-14) Mark Yuen Ting (6D, 13-14) Liu Yee Yin (6E, 13-14)

“The Hong Kong Olympiad in Informatics 2015” organized by Hong Kong
Association for Computer Education, Education Bureau, HKSAR,
and Department of Computer Science of the University of Hong Kong
Junior Group
Bronze Medal: Lau Kwun Ming (5D)

“Xiwanbei International Mathematics Contest 2014” organized by
Xiwanbei International Mathematics Contest
Group Event
“The Best Nurturing School Award”
Individual Accomplishments
Gold Prize : Li Anson Chung Tin (2C)
Bronze Prize : Law Sum Kiu (2C) Mok Ka Ho (2C)
Wan Ho Lam (2C) Chui Chun Fung (3A)
Lam Chun Lok (3A)Lui Yat Hei (3A)
Wong Chun Yu (3A) Wong Po Kwan (3C)
Yiu Ka Sang (6E)

“The 17" Hong Kong Mathematics High Achievers Selection Contest”
organized by Po Leung Kuk and Hong Kong Association for Science and
Mathematics Education
First Class Award: Liu Yat Hei (3A) T
Wong Po Kwan (3C)

So Lok Hin (3E)

am Ho Wai (3B)
Au Tsz Hon (3D)
Second Class Award:

Group Award - 2" Runner-up
“2015 Hua Xia Cup Mathematics Contest — Hong Kong (heat event)”
organized by the China Mathematics Education Research Association and
the Hong Kong Mathematics Olympiad Association

First Rank Award : Law Cheuk Him (1A) Chiu Yiu Fung (1C)
Gu Lok Tin (1C) Wan Ho Lam (2C)
Ki Chun Him (2B)
Lam Ka Hei Terence (2B)

Second Rank Award:
Third Rank Award:

“Secondary School Mathematics and Science Competition 2014”
organized by The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Biology and Chemistry Medals : Tsang Shek Long (6E)

“The Chemists Online Self-study Award Scheme” organized
by Education Bureau

Platinum: Chan Lok Yee Venus (6E)  Lam Yik Tung (6E)
Lee Ka Ho (6E) Lee Ka Oon (6E)
Ng Chi Ho (6E) Ng Lai Yu (6E)
Wan Tsz Lam (6E) Wong Cheuk Man (6E)
Wong Hiu Lam Angel (6E) ~ Wu Chin Lui (6E)
Yik Siu Fun (6E) Yim Sze Ting (6E)
Yiu Ka Sang (6E)

Gold: Tsang Shek Long (6E)

Bronze: Chan Ka Ho (6C) Chan Shing Yan (6E)

Suen Suk Ying (6C)

“Hong Kong School Drama Festival 2014-2015 Secondary School
(Cantonese)” organized by Education Bureau

Award for Outstanding Stage Effect

Award for Outstanding Cooperation

Award for Commendable Overall Performance

Award for Outstanding Script

Chan Cheuk Yin (5C)
Award for Outstanding Director
Chan Cheuk Yin (5C)
Award for Outstanding Performer
Hung Cheuk Yin (3D)
Tsang Kairos (3C)

Chu Wai Yan Miranda (4B)
Chu Wai Yan Miranda (4B)

Lai Yin Nam (3A)
Lam Yuen Yan (2C)

“2015 Hong Kong Inter-School Mock Trial Championship” organized

- by ARCH Education

-@ Best Witness :

Sze Yuk Ching (4E)

“Hong Kong School Drama Fest 2015” organized by the Association
of English Medium Secondary Schools
Best Performer : Li Cheuk Yeung (2B)

“ ‘Speak Out - Act Up’ Improvised Drama Competition 2015” organized
by NET Section, CDI, Education Bureau -

Team Prize : Creativity
Victor Sun (5B)
Ho Sing Yi (3B)
Chan Chin Tung (3E)

“English Public Speaking Contest 2015” organized by Hong Kong
Federation of Youth Groups Standard Chartered Hong Kong
Senior Division
Top Ten of Preliminary Round
Certificate of Good Performance :

Lam Ka Hei Terence (2B)
Kwan Ho Yan (3D)
Kong Hoi Ching (4D)

Akina Wong (5E)
Leung Shun Kwan (5E)

“JA Company Programme 2014” organized by Junior Achievement Hong Kong
Trade fair - "Best Booth Design" : 1* Runner-up
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ﬁ s we all know, there is a Native-speaking
nglish Teacher ( NET ) who teaches

English drama and brings us new exposure to
Western culture. This year, we have Miss Amanda
Chapman as our new NET . Want to know more
about her? Read on to find out more.

Miss Chapman is from England. She got
qualifications in teaching English and drama in
1991 in England. She wanted to be a teacher as
she loved to travel. Being a teacher, she traveled
to different countries to live and work. Finally,
she settled down in Hong Kong. She has taught
at five different schools in Hong Kong before
and been here for 17 years, maybe longer than
you and I have in the world! You may wonder
what has made her stay in Hong Kong for such a
long time. She said it’s the ‘golden handcuffs’-a
better salary as a NET than if she were teaching
in an international school, or even in a regular
government school in her own country.

When she knew there was a chance to teach at
our school, she felt excited. “I knew students at
TST were very motivated and eager to speak
English. I thought this was the
me.” Our initiative to learn has impressed her.

right job for

“There are always students willing to talk to
me. Their proactive attitude to improve their
English in order to give them a more competitive
edge is great.” She also mentioned her daily
routine. “I eat different food, watch different TV
programs and try to read the headlines from FIVE
newspapers from different countries every day.”
Her wide exposure to the world allows students
to keep abreast of the times. Miss. Chapman’s
rich teaching experience has shown that, there
are some differences in terms of teaching styles
between foreign students and us. “In some

countries students always have always sat in a

circle since kindergarten. So it’s easier for me to
settle them down. It is slower for students in Hong
Kong as they have no experience of this kind
of behaviour. However, TST students respond
quickly. So drama lessons run smoothly.”

As a foreigner, Miss. Chapman would always
encounter conflicts with others due to cultural
differences. However, it is the other way round.
“I’ve never had conflicts with others because
they know I am usually right, having been in
Hong Kong for so long.” She said with a smile.
She has social groups from diverse cultures
here. “I have friends from all over the world
here, ranging from China, Korea, Japan and the
Philippines in Asia, to Australia, New Zealand,
Germany, France, and Holland on the opposite
side of the world. “ When it comes to cultural
differences, she thinks there is no right or
wrong, or that one is better than another. The
only difference is in attitude and we all have
to learn to respect and accept it. She explained
as an example of how she raised her child.
“I am strict about watching television. My
daughter was not allowed to watch TV at all
when she was two and only 20 minutes a day
when she was four. However, a friend of mine
allows her daughter to watch TV for as long as
she likes.” She won’t say her friend is wrong,
but she won’t change her way of doing things
either. She then suggests a way to maintain
harmonious relationships. “Food is definitely
successful for social gatherings.” She can chat
with her friends while enjoying delicacies from
all over the world.

Apart from sharing food with her friends, she
loves drama. She is a member of the Hong Kong
Players, a local amateur dramatics drama group.
She enjoys performing as well as watching live
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theatre and often takes her daughter to see shows
at weekends. Recently, she has started an English
story reading program with CCC Mongkok
Church. The program encourages our TST
students to tell stories to primary or kindergarten
children. Students can be involved in the local
community to serve others and also polish their
English speaking skills. “It’s a great chance for
you all to practice your spoken English and boost
your self-confidence.”

At the end of the interview, Miss Chapman
reminded us of an important message.
“Remember, there is more than one way to skin a
cat”. It is an idiom, which means there is not just
one solution to solve a problem. There are many
effective ways to learn English and drama is just
one of them. Students learn how to write scripts
and act. They also learn to deliver their lines
effectively. She added that our students are eager
to learn English and enjoy their drama lessons.
“I appreciate their attitude, but I will remind you
all that drama is not always fun and games, as
you have a lot of work to do. One more point to
remember is: I’'m not very soft.”

With her rich experience in teaching, wide
exposure to the world and passion for drama
and teaching, we can definitely gain some
insights when we talk with her, not just about
knowledge or improving our language skills,
but also learning how to get along with people
from different backgrounds. Miss Chapman
always welcomes students to chat with her.
Don’t waste the opportunity to communicate
with the NET and brush up your English. Come
and see her in the Reading Lounge or staff
room on the 5/F!
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